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I. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to document the procedures and methodologies employed 
during the Academic Library Survey of 2004. This report is designed to provide guidance 
and documentation for users of the public-use data file. Information about the universe of 
academic libraries and how to access this information is included in this report. 

A. History of the Academic Library Survey 

The Academic Library Survey (ALS) data have been collected by the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) since 1966. Between 1966 and 1988, data on academic 
libraries were collected in the following years: 1968-69,1971-72, 1973-74,1975-76,1977- 
78, 1979-80,1982-83,1985-86 within the framework of the Higher Education General 
Information System (HEGIS). Beginning in 1988, the library survey was collected 
biennially in even-numbered years: 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, and 1998 as part of 
the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Beginning in 2000, the 
ALS data collection was conducted independently of IPEDS by the NCES library 
program. 

Through 1998, the ALS data were collected using paper survey instruments. Beginning in 
2000, data were collected through a web-based system. 

The ALS and IPEDS data have historically been collected and processed for NCES by 
the U.S. Census Bureau. Throughout these years, the National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science (NCLIS), and the American Library Association’s Office of 
Research and Statistics have provided substantial assistance and guidance for the 
collection of the ALS. These organizations participated in the 1990 NCES/IPEDS 
Academic Libraries Survey Improvement Project, which appointed a librarian in each 
state who would act as a data coordinator to work with IPEDS data coordinators in 
collecting library data. 

With the advent of the web-based data collection, data are collected directly from 
libraries. All data checks and quality control issues are reconciled with the local library 
personnel who completed the web data collection. 
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